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I.
PREFACE

1. Theme

Enhancing cooperation and exchanges among geoparks worldwide so as to promote the protection of geo-heritages
2. Background

“International Symposia on the Development within Geoparks” are held every two years in Chinese global or national geoparks in turn. So far, two symposia of this kind were successfully convened, with the 1st one in Yuntaishan Global Geopark in May, 2006 and the 2nd one in Lushan Global Geopark in June, 2007. With geo-heritage protection drawing more and more attention from various social sectors and geoparks worldwide being developed into an interactive network, enhancing cooperation and exchanges among geoparks worldwide is regarded as one of the optimal approaches to protect geo-heritages.
3. Invitation
The Symposium’s Organizing Committee has the great privilege to invite you to take part in the 3rd International Symposium on Development within Geoparks: Geo-heritage Protection and Cooperation to be held in Taishan Global Geopark in Shandong Province, China on August 22-25, 2009.
II. GENERAL INFORMATION
1.
Organizational Structure
 (1) Sponsors
Department of Science & Technology and International Cooperation, Ministry of Land and Resources of P. R. China (MLR)

Department of Geological Environment, MLR
Department of Land and Resources of Shandong Province

Geological Heritage Beijing Office, the International Union of Geological Sciences (IUGS)

Administration Committee of Taishan Global Geopark

Chinese Academy of Geological Sciences (CAGS)

China National Committee for IGCP
(2) Organizers
Tai’an City Administration Committee of the Taishan Scenic Spot 
Chinese Academy of Geological Sciences
(3) Co-Chairmen
	Jiang Jianjun
	Director-General of Department of Science & Technology and International Cooperation, MLR


	Guan Fengjun
	Director-General of Department of Geological Environment, MLR

	Li Hongfeng
	Mayor of the People’s Government of Tai’an City, Shandong Province, China

Director of Administration Committee of Taishan Global Geopark


(4) Co-Secretaries-General
	Lin Huayong
	Vice-Mayor of the People’s Government of Tai’an City, Shandong Province, China

	Li Zhijian

	Deputy Director-General of Department of Science & Technology and International Cooperation, MLR

	Dong Shuwen
	Vice-President of Chinese Academy of Geological Sciences and Secretary-General of the China National Committee for IGCP

	Chen Xiaoning
	Deputy Director-General of Department of Geological Environment, MLR

	Zhao Xun
	Director of IUGS Geological Heritage Beijing Office


(5) Deputy Secretaries-General

	Tan Yegang
	Director of Tai’an City Administration Committee of the Taishan Scenic Spot 

	Yuan Xiaohong
	Division Chief, Department of Geological Environment, MLR

	Ma Yongzheng
	Division Chief, Department of Science & Technology and International Cooperation, MLR

	Zheng Yuanyuan
	Director of Development and Research Centre for Geoparks, CAGS


2. Date
August 22-25, 2009
3. Venue
Tai’an City, Shandong Province, P.R. China

4. Language
The working language of the Symposium is English. Simultaneous translation will be available for the Opening Session.
5. Correspondence

All the correspondence concerning the Symposium should be sent to the Secretariat of the meeting with the following address:

Secretariat

The 3rd International Symposium

on Development within Geoparks:

Geo-heritage Protection and Cooperation
Chinese Academy of Geological Sciences

Baiwanzhuang Road 26, Beijing 100037, China

Tel: +86-(10)-6831-0893

Fax: +86-(10)-6831-0894

E-Mail: dic@cags.net.cn
6. Registration

(1) Registration Form

To register the Symposium, participants are kindly requested to completely and legibly fill in the Registration Form and send it by post/fax/E-mail before July 10, 2009 to the Secretariat of the Symposium
(2) Registration Fee

	Participating Members:
	2700 RMB (≈ 396 USD)

	Accompanying Members:
	1400 RMB (≈205 USD)



The Registration Fees include the rights to be provided with supper on August 22, 2009 and breakfast, lunch and supper on August 23-25, 2009, to receive publications (not for accompanying members) and document bags, to participate in the reception party and field trip in Taishan Global Geopark and all the other activities associated with the Symposium (not including the post-Symposium field trips). 

(3)
Method of Paying Registration Fees
The registration fees should be paid in full when submitting the enclosed registration form or be paid on site.

The payment should be made in RMB or in the equivalent of foreign currencies with bank draft, cheques, or travelers cheque payable to the Conference. Credit cards VISA, MASTER CARD and American Express are acceptable.

The bank draft or cheques should be mailed to:
Secretariat

The 3rd International Symposium

on Development within Geoparks:

Geo-heritage Protection and Cooperation
Chinese Academy of Geological Sciences

Baiwanzhuang Road 26, Beijing 100037, China

Tel: +86-(10)-6831-0893

Fax: +86-(10)-6831-0894

E-Mail: dic@cags.net.cn
7. Travel and Visa

Registrants who are not entitled to visa exemption by agreement between China and the country concerned should hold valid passports and contact their travel agent or the Chinese Embassy, Consulate or other representative agency in their country or region regarding the need for visas to enter the People’s Republic of China.


(1)
Visa Application
To apply for visas, registrants will be requested by the Chinese Embassy or Consulate to submit a letter of invitation. The Organizing Committee will send an invitation letter right after the deadline of registration (July 10, 2009) to registrants from overseas who need to apply for visa. To formulate such an invitation letter, the following information is necessary:


1. Full name (family name, given name and others in that order)


2. Date and place of birth


3. Sex


4. Nationality


5. Occupation and Affiliation

6. Mailing address

7. Phone and fax numbers and e-mail address

8. Passport number

9. City where you will apply for visa (Embassy/Consulate)

In case you need to have an invitation letter earlier than the above date, a letter to explain the fact is requested.

(2) Customs Regulations
The Chinese Customs allows incoming and outgoing foreign visitors to carry articles for personal use only, which should be declared at the customs in accordance with the regulations. 
The following articles are prohibited from importation:

· Arms, imitation arms, ammunition and explosives of all kinds

· Counterfeit currencies and counterfeit negotiable securities

· Printed matter, films, photographs, gramophone records, cinematographic films, loaded recording tapes and video-tapes, compact discs (video and audio), storage media for computers and other articles which are detrimental to the political, economic, cultural and moral interests of China

· Deadly poison of all kinds

· Animals, plants and products thereof infected with or carrying disease germs, insect pests and other harmful organisms

· Foodstuff, medicines and other articles coming from epidemic stricken area and harmful to man and livestock or those capable of spreading disease

· Narcotic drugs, psychoactive substances, and blood products

(3) Travel Insurance
The Congress cannot hold responsible for any accident or injury that may happen to the participants during the Congress and other activities. Therefore, participants are strongly encouraged to buy personal travel insurance before leaving home.

8. Accommodations

The participants will be accommodated in the Tai’an Ramada Plaza.

(1) Hotel Information
Tai’an Ramada Plaza 

No.16, Ying Sheng East Road

Tai’an City 830000,  Shandong Province, China
Phone: 
+86-538-8368888 

Fax: 

+86-538-8368666 

E-Mail: 
res@ramadaplazataian.com 

Http:

www.ramadaplazataian.com
Located at the foot of Mt. Taishan, Tai’an Ramada Plaza is only 500 meters from main scenic areas and 10-minute drive from Tai’an Railway Station. 
The Hotel went into operation in 2006. Designed elegantly and comfortably,  the architecture was endowed with Taishan nature view and the hotel has 328 guest rooms including deluxe executive suite, business suite, and standard suite. It has many facilities such as Chinese and western dining hall, business center, conference room, free deluxe fitness center, indoor swimming pool and Sauna. The hotel also provides computer rental, fax, copy, tour guide and car rental service. 
All rooms are well equipped with DDD and IDD telephone, free internet access, air conditioner, cable TV, safe, fridge, kitchen tool, mini bar and power supply with 110 and 220 volts A. C., etc.. Non-smoking room is on the 5th and 8th floor.
(2) Room Information

	Room Category
	Room Rates
(Yuan RMB)
	Number of Rooms

	Standard Room
	500 ((73 USD)
	150

	Deluxe Room
	600 ((88 USD)
	55

	Executive Deluxe Room 
	700 ((103 USD)
	52

	Standard Suite
	1000 ((147 USD)
	22


(3) Hotel Reservation

To make a hotel reservation, registrants are kindly requested to fill in the Registration Form. Please be sure to include all information required. If you wish to share a room with another registrant of the Congress, please give his/her name. Do not forget to include the dates of your arrival and departure. Reservation will be made upon receiving your Registration Form. Preferential room rate will be guaranteed in this hotel only for those who have made reservation through the Congress Secretariat. Considering that August is the busy season for tourism when hotels are usually fully booked, earlier reservation of hotel room is strongly encouraged.
(4) Remittance of Hotel Fees

Please pay your room fees and other expenses occurring in the hotel directly to the hotel when you check out. All the major international credit cards can be accepted. 
9. Transportation 

(1) Transportation from the Jinan Yaoqiang International Airport to Tai’an Ramada Plaza 
Since there is no airport in Tai’an City, participants who travel by air please fly to the Jinan Yaoqiang International Airport, which is located in Jinan City, the capital city of Shandong Province, and the Symposium will arrange vehicles for the transportation between the airport and Tai’an Ramada Plaza on the whole day of August 22. It will be a 1.5 hours’ drive. 

Please inform the Symposium Secretariat of your arrival date and time, flight number in advance so that proper arrangements can be made beforehand.
(2) Time Table of Air Flights (Subject to slight changes)

Beijing-Jinan
	Flights
	Taking off
	Landing
	Price

	CA1841
	07:35
	08:35
	630￥((93 USD)

	CA1152
	09:40
	10:30
	630￥((93 USD)

	MU5138
	09:55
	10:50
	630￥((93 USD)

	CA1156
	13:10
	14:00
	630￥((93 USD)

	CA1158
	18:50
	19:40
	630￥((93 USD)

	CA1160
	22:15
	23:05
	630￥((93 USD)


Jinan-Beijing
	Flights
	Taking off
	Landing
	Price

	CA1151
	07:55
	08:50
	630￥((93 USD)

	MU5137
	08:00
	08:55
	630￥((93 USD)

	CA1842
	09:35
	10:30
	630￥((93 USD)

	CA1155
	11:20
	12:15
	630￥((93 USD)

	CA1157
	17:05
	18:00
	630￥((93 USD)

	CA1159
	20:25
	21:15
	630￥((93 USD)


(3) Hotel Reservation for Transfer in Beijing 
For those who need to stay overnight in Beijing because of air flight transfer, the Symposium Organizer can help to make hotel reservation in Beijing. Please inform the Symposium Secretariat of the necessary information before August 1, 2009 if needed.
10. Confirmation Letter
A Confirmation Letter will be sent to the registrants to confirm their registration of the Conference, reservation of hotel rooms and air tickets, and post-Congress field trips 

11.
Climate Information in August
	Location
	Average
temperature(℃)
	Rainfall

(mm)

	Beijing
	24.5
	69

	Taishan
	19.3
	311


III.
 PROGRAMME
1. Theme and Topics
(1) Theme
Enhancing cooperation and exchanges among geoparks worldwide so as to promote the protection of geo-heritages
(2) Topics
1) 
Exploring the scientific value of geoparks

· Special and broad scientific significance

· Classification and correlation of geo-heritages worldwide

· Scientific popularization and education among the public

2)  Research and cooperation on geo-heritage protection techniques
3)  Operation and management of geoparks & local economic Development
4) Cooperation and development of geoparks in the Asia-Pacific region
(3) Global Geopark Network Bureau Meeting under the auspices of UNESCO on Applications for Membership of the Global Network of National Geoparks

(4) Asia-Pacific Geo-heritage and Geopark Network Conference
2. Schedule

	Aug. 22 (Sat.), 2009
	
	Check-in and registration

	Aug. 23 (Sun.), 2009
	Morning
	Opening Session and Plenary Session

	
	Afternoon
	Plenary Session

	Aug. 24 (Mon.), 2009
	
	Oral presentations in sessions

	Aug. 25 (Tue.), 2009
	
	Field trip to Taishan Global Geopark


“Global Geopark Network Bureau Meeting under the auspices of UNESCO on Applications for Membership of the Global Network of National Geoparks” and “Asia-Pacific Geo-heritage and Geopark Network Conference” will be held during the Symposium.

3. Abstracts

The Symposium plans to publish a volume of abstracts contributed to the Symposium. The participants are requested to send by E-mail the text of their abstracts (in English) to the Secretariat by July 10, 2009.
4. Oral Presentation

(1) Oral presentation will be delivered in sessions according to the main topics of the Symposium.

(2) Each talk is 20 minutes, including 15 minutes for oral presentation and 5 minutes for Q & A.

(3) The multimedia projector is available during the conference. For those who need other facilities for delivering oral presentations, please inform the Secretariat in advance.

4.
Poster Presentation

The Symposium organizer will also provide facilities to make poster presentation. 

There will be a venue for posters throughout the symposium. Participants wishing to show/explain details of their data are encouraged to make use of the poster venue and the board size is 90 cm wide and 120 cm high.
5.
Symposium Proceedings  


The Symposium plans to publish a volume of papers contributed to the Symposium. The participants are requested to send preferably by electronic mail the full text of their papers with photos and figures (if there are any) to the Secretariat by August 1, 2009.

IV. POST-SYMPOSIUM FIELD TRIP

The 3rd International Symposium on Development within Geoparks: Geo-heritage Protection and Cooperation will organize two post-symposium field trips. The details are described as follows:
Itinerary 1:
Mt. Taishan-Qufu City (hometown of Confucius)-Shanwang National Geopark of Linqu County, Shandong Province-Zhaoyuan Gold Mine-Changdao National Geopark-Yantai City (end of the trip)

Date:

 Aug. 26-31, 2009

Schedule:

	Date
	Activities

	Aug. 26 (Wed.), 2009
	1)  Driving to Qufu City (about 1 hour) after breakfast

2)  Visiting Confucian Temple, Residence of Confucius Descendants and Cemetery of Confucius and his Descendants, and overnight in Qufu 

	Aug. 27 (Thu.), 2009
	1)  Driving to Linqu County (about 4 hours) after breakfast 
and visiting Shanwang National Geopark of Linqu     

County 
2)  Driving to Weifang City after the visit and overnight in Weifang

	Aug. 28 (Fri.), 2009
	1) Visiting Shihu Garden in the morning and driving to Zhucheng City (about 1hour) after lunch
2) Visiting Zhucheng Dinosaur Museum in the afternoon and driving to (about 4 hours) and overnight in Zhaoyuan City 

	Aug. 29 (Sat.), 2009
	1) Visiting Zhaoyuan Gold Museum after breakfast
2) Driving to Penglai City (about 1 hour) to visit Penglai Pavilion and overnight in Penglai 

	Aug. 30 (Sun.), 2009
	1) Taking the boat to Heishan Island (about 2 hours)
2) Visiting Changdao National Geopark and overnight in Changdao

	Aug. 31 (Mon.), 2009
	Leaving Yantai for exit port city


Price for Itinerary 1:

Sharing room:
2960 RMB/person


Single room:
3960 RMB/person

The price covers a standard room of 4-star hotel (but a 3-star hotel in Changdao), vehicles within the itinerary of the trip (air-conditioned mini-bus), three meals a day, admission, boat tickets and English tour guide service. 

Itinerary 2:
Mt. Taishan-Qufu City (hometown of Confucius)-Gushan & Xiong’ershan National Geopark of Zaozhuang City-Liuhe National Geopark of Nanjing City-Xishan (a part of Taihu Lake) National Geopark of Suzhou City-Shanghai (end of the trip)
Date:

 Aug. 26-30, 2009

Schedule:

	Date
	Activities

	Aug. 26 (Wed.), 2009
	1)  Driving to Qufu City (about 1 hour) after breakfast

2)  Visiting Confucian Temple, Residence of Confucius Descendants and Cemetery of Confucius and his Descendants
3)  Driving to Zaozhuang City and overnight in Zaozhuang

	Aug. 27 (Thu.), 2009
	1)  Visiting Gushan-Xiong’ershan National Geopark in the morning

2)  Driving to Nanjing (about 6 hours) after lunch, visiting Nanjing Confucius Temple after supper and overnight in Nanjing

	Aug. 28 (Fri.), 2009
	1)  Visiting Liuhe National Geopark in the morning

2)  Visiting the Sun Yat-sen Mausoleum in the afternoon, driving to Suzhou City (about 2.5 hours) in the afternoon and overnight in Suzhou

	Aug. 29 (Sat.), 2009
	1)  Visiting Xishan (a part of Taihu Lake) National Geopark in the morning

2)  Visiting Lion Grove Garden and Couple’s Garden in the afternoon

3)  Driving to Shanghai (about 1 hour), visiting the Bund after supper and overnight in Shanghai

	Aug. 30 (Sun.), 2009
	Leaving Shanghai for home 


Price for Itinerary 2:

Sharing room:
2680 RMB/person


Single room:
3680 RMB/person

The price covers a standard room of 4-star hotel, vehicles within the itinerary of the trip (air-conditioned mini-bus), three meals a day, boat tickets, admission, and English tour guide service. 


Registration of Field Trip:

To reserve the field trip, please fill in the corresponding blocks in the Registration Form.
Cancellation of Field Trip

The Symposium’s Organizing Committee reserves the right to cancel either of the post-symposium field trips owing to the insufficient number of registered participants.

Remittance of Field Trip Fees

The payment must be made in Chinese Yuan or in the equivalent of foreign currencies with bank draft, cheques, or travelers cheque payable to the Symposium. Credit cards VISA, MASTER CARD and American Express are also acceptable.

The bank draft or cheques should be mailed to: 

Secretariat

The 3rd International Symposium

on Development within Geoparks:

Geo-heritage Protection and Cooperation
Chinese Academy of Geological Sciences

Baiwanzhuang Road 26, Beijing 100037, China
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Important Dates


Deadline of Registration: July 10, 2009


Deadline of Abstract: July 10, 2009


Deadline of Proceedings: August 1, 2009
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